THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Switzerland,
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were building up, was seen with pleasure by the Rhine-
Landers whom Charles the last duke had incessantly
alarmed, But the only effect of its fall was to leave
France and Germany directly confronting each other,
and it was soon seen that the balance of strength lay on
the side of the less numerous but better organized and
more active nation.
Switzerland, too, could no longer be considered a part
of the Germanic realm. The revolt of the Forest Cantons,
in A.D. 1313, was against the oppressions practised in the
name of Albert count of Hapsburg, rather than against
the legitimate authority of Albert the Emperor. But
although several subsequent sovereigns, and among them
conspicuously Henry the Seventh and Sigismund, favoured
the Swiss liberties, yet while the antipathy between the
Confederates and the territorial nobility gave a peculiar
direction to their policy, the accession of new cantons to
their body, and their brilliant success against Charles the
Bold in A.D. 1477, made them proud of a separate
national existence, and not unwilling to cast themselves
loose from the stranded hulk of the Empire. Maximilian
tried to conquer them, but after a furious struggle, in
which the valleys of Western Tyrol were repeatedly laid
waste by the peasants of the Engadin, he was forced to
give way, and in A.D. 1500 recognized them by treaty as
practically independent. Not, however, till the peace of
Westphalia, in A.D. 1648, was the Swiss Confederation in
the eye of public law a sovereign state, and even after
that date some of the towns continued to stamp their
coins with the double eagle of the Empire.
If those losses of territory were serious, far more
serious was the plight in which Germany herself lay.
The country had now become not so much an empire as